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“You simply will not find a better put-together
tournament ski boat on the market.”

Yia .
54 . Powprsoar MaGAzINE




QUALITY

ardless of the level of sophistication of the esign of a ski

boat, the essential quality of its construction remains a crucial factor in creat- The time-tested Malibu Compositech Fiberglass Floor
System is the first ever one-piece fiberglass floor liner
e e e e in the ski boat industry. There is no plywood o rot, or
er benchmark of quality for top-of-the-line family ski boats. A neatly- seat base screws (o loosen. Rather, seat bases are care-

ntion to detail is e in every facet of the 1997 fully molded-in as part of the floor, virtually eliminating
interior noise and vibration.

ing a truly rewarding ownership experience. Now, Malibu has set a new,

ct line, from the 10-step, in-the-mold gelcoat process that
provides a durable, glassssmooth outside finish to the aircraft-grade
cushion clamps supporting the wiring in the bilge. Malibu even
customizes underwater components to exacting tolerances for
performance. Malibu hulls are the finest in the indus- ' From the struciure to the

try. Our blue-printed hulls and decks are painstakingly fitted . perfectly straight upholstery
seams, the 1997 Malibus are

designed to be the most

2 their position and alignment measured to within
100ths of an inch for unerring consistency and remark- ; : , ;
00ths of an inch for unerring consistency and remark comfortable ski boats in the

able accuracy. They are then bonded with tri-directional waorld.
= entire length of the boat for an
Iy dy fit. *All Malibus are
NMMA certified. Our multi-layer lamination pro-
cess utilizes superior fiberglass fabrics - including
state-of-the-art Cc
ulous care and bonded with high-quality The carefully-designed driver seats feature both
resins. While an educated buver high and low density foam for enduring com-

fort. An gir-adjustable lumbar support provides

« looks for such details, even the casual : :
optimum support and driver comfort.

observer will understand immediately

our long-standing reputation for main-

taining the highest standards in the

| ski boat industry. *4s of September 1, 1996



Computron ATD, the exclusive on-board computer system displays up to 15 performance and safety features. They range from a depth meter
10 a fuel flow gauge to a driver enhancing graphic speed analyzer that helps the driver control skiing speeds. Computron ATD's durable, high-tech
information display utilizes LED instead of LCD for perfect visibility even in direct sunlight. The Computron ATD is now available on any Sunsetter,
Echelon or Response.
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TECHNOLOGY

Precisely machined core atuminum is the
foundation of Malibu's patented pivoting
M . . . = 2 v X . & ski pylon. The pylon head incorporates
alibu engineers are at the forefront of boating technology. e precision dual needle bearings 1o virtually
' efiminate the possibility of rope binding
] and significantly reduces rope wear for
(FibECS), Hydra-Phonic Dampening System, Compositech | increased skier performance and salety.
' U.S. Patent Number 5,018,47

Innovations such as the Fiberglass Engine Chassis System

Fiberglass Floor System, SV23 hull design and Computron
ATD, the first on-hoard computer system, have made
Malibu ski boats among the most durable boats on the
water today. Combining power, style and dependability,
the 1997 Malibu product line sets new standards of
serformance and sophistication. . )
1 = ¢ p The patented Fiberglass Engine
Chassis System (FibECS) is
stronger than traditional mount-
ing procedures, due to its wider
engine mounting design and

through-bolted process. We dis-

WMalibius tvdrsPhonic D ] tribute the load of the engine
O e over a greater area, resulting in

System dampens prop thrust vibra- , ]
: - o . = ; a more stable and quiet opera-
tion and eliminates excessive interior ¥ é . .

; ; . q tion. Beneath the motor, FIbECS
noise. As its name implies, the @
hydra-dampening process utilizes
the natural dampening qualities of
water to surround the prop shaft and
eliminate vibration directly at the
source, enabling boaters to enjoy a
guiet conversation as well as a
comfortable ride.

continues as a finished, molded
fiherglass liner for easier clean-
ing of the bilge and a perfect fit
and finish.
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, High-tech CNC machines with"
nputers are program controlled to
virgin plastics and premium
flalibu interiors. CNC routers main-
rances and maximize production
arial efficiency.

Utilizing automative technofogy.
Malibu engineers bring new designs to
life via a three-dimensional computer-
ized design system which reduces the
time required for prototype production.
This reduces cost to the consumer by
resulting in faster, more accurate and
efficient production.




POWER

ﬁ-‘lx:'-nu_. ofiers the most poweriu] and durahle engines on the waoer
tnday, Our carmitied EF serddce netwark engores vou will recefv
wrnmnate el lewverls ot gervice wherever voo ke voor Malibu

halibu enelnenra have ¢ OOPE TR v heet imvnbeed with the For skiers and
harefooters who

dEsiEn calibration and test MR QT EvEry AT that 4 bolted demand br'g

horsepower, the Mercruiser Black Scorpion is the engine of choice. The

Black Scorpion features the heralded Vortec Gen 1+ high horsepower

icl fdest performance aviilakle cylinder heads, creating a larger magnitude of torque and horsepower |
throughout the operating range. And with over 7,000 dealers world-wide,
plus a one year parts and service warranty, Mercruiser has yvou covered
wherever you take the Scorpion.

trr @ Wlabibo This enswres ol e abaoluie Best calibration

f
The Malibu Monsoon 320 is the talk of the industry with its intelligent
engineering and state-of-the-art Electronic Fuel Injection (EFi). it features
the Vortec Gen 1+ horsepower cylinder heads and a high performance

i rofler cam that generates an incredible 320 horsepower. This is the same

head design powering the 1996 Chevrolet trucks and Suburbans. Indmar’s
advanced electronics features a waterproof ECM with the latest calibra-
tion software. It is the heart of Indmar’s 3-dimensional, total engine man-
agement system. Its durability is backed by a two-year warranty that
includes fuel and electrical systems.




Exhaustive testing and refinements ensure unparalleled durability of every interior component likely to

undergo wear. Upholstery corpers are rounded, not squared. Carpet edges are surged to resist fraying.

Seat cushions are vented underneath to resist water retention and provide longer seat

I/r life. The driver's seat is equipped with air adjustable lumbar support to
. accommodate individual comfort needs.




COMFORT

: Hand raifs are
Malibu’s spacious, richly-appointed interiors will spoil you. Fit and - logically placed
s for security of
passengers.

tinish are meticulous. Ergonomically designed, the graphite sport
dash has all-new illuminated panel switches and perfectly-posi-
tioned gauges. Richly colored premium grade vinyl and deeply
bolstered seats offer comtort beyond expectation. Qur interior

spaciousness originates from an unexpected location - the

exhaust system. Our designers have ingeniously routed
the exhaust system under the back motor mounts to sig-

nificantly increase back seat passenger leg room. Even

the motor box has been sculpted around the engine For 1997, stereo faceplates
have been conveniently located

- E 3 — - oo oaet 2 3 5 . .
to further increase passenger leg comfort. Qur under the driver’s arm rest.

boats welcome your stuff without cramping your
style. Each Malibu is equipped with full-size
locker and storage compartments for wet ski
gloves and life jackets, large locking glove
boxes for security of valuables and conve-
nient, oversized cup holders for cold

drinks. And if you can't be too far out
Six oversized cup holders accommodate

3 even the largest drinks and are conveniently
age center with a 12VDC power- ' ] located throughout the interfor.

of touch, there's an additional stor-

point , located in front of and
below the throttle, for cellular

phones and sunglasses.
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ECHELON

Whav's in a name? If the name is Mal S clon, ii is the title
reigning “1996 Ski Boat of the Year," from Powerboat Magazine. If titles
don’t impress you, the superior ski ws and great ride quality of
the SV23 hull design will. Note the meticulous craftsmanship. Side
panels include storage compa nts for ski gloves and personal
items. Take a look around, you'll be able to see cverything,

thanks to the indirect lighting featured in the gunwales and

bow storage areas

Who says a ski boat
has to be basic?

elon offers a luxuriously appointed, spacious
interior, and a sophisticated, tournamenc-qual-
ity ride. It's a combination no other ski boat
company has been able to beat. Industry

» magazines lavish it with praise,

but the real testament to its su
are the highly selective customers
world-wide who refuse to settle for

thing less.
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ECHELON LX

The. open bow version of the Echelon features the same outstanding
skiability for tournament skiers, with the added versatility of a family
boat. The SV23 hull offers wakes good for kneeboarding , wakeboard- |

ing and even barefooting,.

A unique blend
of comfort, practicality
and performance.

But we didn't just think of the person at the end of the
rrounded with a comfort level
a hoat this luxurious. Premium
vinyls and select multi-density foams are used in
ichelon LX. The five-color gelcoat is

as is the meticulous craftsmanship
buyers have come o expect from Malibu,
Quick response, easy handling and those

make this an almost

irresistible choice for the family that




“The Behelop 1LX exmdes
the kind of quedity and
Spoartiness you'tl expect |

firvel it Lexis automohile.”

WoarnmeNwn A aciazixe

7

Side panelswith indirect ighting ,

provide additianal stocage for ski i

glaves and persanal flems. l

With a nod teward today’s need to
St&ry'f:om.:ected to thea world, sven at
play, an addg’h’onﬁf storage center
il a 12VDE pawerpomi has been
actded foy calllar photies,

ECHELON LX SPECIFICATIONS [

OvERALL LENGTH! 20
Beam; 90~
DRAFT: 16"
SeATING CAPACITY: 8 PERSONS
WEIGHT: 2,650 LBS.

FueL CAPACITY: 38 GALLONS



Pretured with a Black
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RESPONSE

R esponse. That's exactly what this boat will get from avid slalom
skiers. Powerboat Magazine's 1995 Ski Boat of the Year and official
towboat of the 1995 U.5. Open, the Response is simply the world's
- all-around performing ski boat. Plenty of storage space for
extra skis, plus an expansive cockpit that features extra lumbar
the driver and a slight recline for perfect visual
alignment, make this boat as popular with those behind the

wheel as with those behind the transom.

Graceful and effort-

less performance.

th, soft wakes invite slalom skiers to
test their skills by taking that rope another
loop shorter, while the aesrodynamic design
promotes efficient passage of air for
increased performance, dec ed com-
ponent stress and quieter operation.
The sleek, rounded transom makes

skier entry and exit a breeze.
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RESPONSE SPECIFICATIONS

OvERaLL LENETH! 20

BeaM: 90" Rl it e sprveeg ek o Skice gl
DRAFT 18" qonn i A B eived st o i et
SEATING CaPAIITY: 6 PER3CMS s o i v wdectione b v dlte i)
VWEIAT: 2460 Les. [TV POl | FTETIY

Filer Capact 3
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RESPONSE LX

eptional slalom ski boat, open up the bow to make room

or family, and you've got Malibu’s Response LX. Tt has all the power

and speed of the Response, in an ¢pen bow version designed to

accommodate a few more passenge

The first open
bow to tow the
U.S. Open Water Ski

Championships.

The highest performing open bow in the indus-
try, advanced slalom skiers will love it because
it will tow them solidly through the shortest
line. The SV23 hull provides exceptional
wake characteristics, and the softest ride

- take skiing serious-

ly will also love it because they have

room for everyone and power enough

'y king of ride-be it wake-
boarding, knee

barefooting. S S U R R

Canadian Slalom
ama Malibu Boat Owner Drew Foss

i
-
L]
4
)
|
. B2
93
!
vl
21
e
v
5




B T T e = T i
TR POy e W R i e e |

T TN [Pt e AT I LI sl

sSvEpsul e {iny

SO PRAE SR I Ty e S @
cenp it i SOri e e il

RESPONSE LX SPECIFICATIONS | |

{ein rf.i AN the LN OvEBALL LENGTH: 200
pittabbes bt dap feikn A0s Beam: 90"

' pleiiir abbi gy tFeis Jtss DRAFT: 16"
pri bl Breagerribiroe T SeaTinG CAPACITY, 8 PERSTNS
thie pmaliageny YWEIGHT: 2,450 185,
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SUNSETTER

Pictured with a Polo Green main







SUNSETTER

The Sunsetter has true AWSA-approved fournament performance with
mpromise on space for the entire family. The heralded SVZ3 hull

state-of-the-art wakes for all-around

onditions. A

and drier ride.

Exceptional skiability,
ultra smooth ride,

enormous storage.

engineers were able to keep the wetted suu

smali while providi




SUNSETTER SPECIFICATIONS

OVERALL LENGTH:
BEAM:

DRrarT:

WEIGHT:

FueL CapraciTy:

SEATING CAPACITY:

21

93"

18~

10 PERSONS
2,800 LB5.
38 GaLLons

The Sunsetters unusually
roamy bow comfartably
accommodates adults as
well as children.

The Sunsetter has more storage
tham any comparable size inboare,
including this huge ski and wake-
board storage behind the rear seat,
Wfﬂ'_c!r features gas-assisted shocks
for easier acress.

‘A cotnfortalile combination of searing,
storage and alternative skiability nicke
the Sunsetier a hoat in which cveryone
feels spoiled. 1t's not just a sreal ski hoat.
It's a gread boat period.”

WaamtS i M G218
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Pictured with a Midnight Blue main panel and accents of [ris & Moanbeai.






SUNSETTER VLX

"V hy settle for just a higger boat, when one can have ihe boat that

combines spacious storage and room for a family and a halt with
ellent wakes for hard-core skiers. A deeper 23 degree V entry

provides an incredible ride quality while the ious interior

allows comfortable seating for up to 10 passengers.

Great for a day on
the water, or an

intimate dinner cruise.

The Sunsetter VLX has abundant storage, including

ski lockers on each side of the gunwale, three

gers, but in front of the motor
to maximize inferior space while main-
taining exceptional performance char-

acteristics. And, like all Malibus, the

VLX can be equipped with the

optional Computron ATD.




The VIX featiyes a full-size,
padlded sundeck. Anefec

”A 3 trofife it ra e padeled
2 = sindeck praviding easy

aeoess (o even thare storage

—

v each sice of the enaiine

) ; cormnantmtenn

._____T/_"'

Sulepanels ineclude
storage fon personal
tetns, complemarit:
af with indiract
ligltitig for rhighit
timie excursions.

SUNSETTER VLX SPECIFICATIONS
OVERALL LENGTH: 21"
Beam: S3”

DRAFT: 18"

A of the new V-drives tneoryporate an
ahundance ol storaze spuce, seating comlort
cnd good perforimanee. With the proven

SEATING CAPACITY: 10 PERSONS Sunsetter LX hull now on the VX, (o gel

T 2 900 L8s all that - and great slaahidlity (oo,”

FUEL CAPACITY: 38 GALLONS WTENSRE MG 2pe
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TANTRUM

Tryou're looking for your first ski boat, the Tantrum is a great place to
start. But beware, once vou've skied behind a Malibu, you’ll setile for

nothing less. This value-priced hoat will give first-time buyers all the

thrills they can handle, thanks to its powerful Mercruiser Magnum
350 engine, with a whopping 265 horsepower at the prop shaft
and a top-end speed of 47 mph,

A no nonsense
approach to quality,
value and awesome

performance.

A removable, three-person rear passenger seat
adds veréati]ity for skiers who want to go
lean and light or share the excitement
with a group of friends. Its solid, all-

fiberglass construction comes with the
Malibu Lifetime Limited Warranty,
adding re-sale value when you'te

ready to move into another boat
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TANTRAUM SPECIFICATIONS
Chmmae LENETH: 2

B si: 86" P peenr danoguany’ B IR e o plie sk gl g

DR&ET Tae pippre Wi R s e e R
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FLIGHTCRAFT

Lct's face it—some people are born thrill seckers. They just can't help
themselves. They wanr io go faster, farther, havder and longer than
anyone else. Tn water skiing, barefooters are usually al the top of

this list. It is for just such people the Flightcraft is designed.

We'll admit it.
The Flightcraft
is not for the timid.

That's why the Flightcraft is the top choice of serious
barefpoters around the world-you know, the ones
who are looking to break all the records. It’s also
the choice of those discriminating buyers who
can't resist the lure of speed, power and perfor-
mance. The kind of people who like o drive
superior machines - on the road or the

water. But guess what? This sleek litile

gemn isn't just a driving machine. Nor is it

just the perlect towboat for daredevils.

After all, someone has to appreciate

the performance behind the boat.
That's why we included the roomy,
three-person bench seat for
obhservers. Go ahead, applaud.
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FUGHTCRAFT SPECIFICATIONS
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| Beam: 86"
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C SEATING CAPACTTY: 8 PERSONS
o unnmRay A st op

VWOIGHT: 1 HG0 bk,
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CORVETTE

LIMITED EDITION SKI BOAT

The quintessential American sports car. Each generation has its
rformance, a legend of
atte roars to life on
: § erica with the introduction of the Corvette

Limited Edition Ski Boat.,

Another great sports
machine destined

to become an
American legend.

Malibu Boats Research and Development team
consulted with Corvette Designer John Cafaro
so that the Corvette Limited Edition Ski Boat
will immediately bring to mind the current
model Corveties. It's a driver's dream

machine on water, and the most

new hoat on the market in years, for

the most selective of buyers. Malibu

will build only 125 Limited Edition

Ski Boats for 19




Alleather throttle kogb bearing
the Chevralpt bow-te s e fist
INation IS is 4 Sports
thachine thal Imeans bsiess:
You e find yourselfsur
rautiled by & thahtfoly,
erqunonmicalty correat diving

eRranme

The Corverle
Limited Edition Sk
Boat teansam rmay,
refiine vot of the
kst tne ynu aver
saw Ameritas
Erpmfﬁ ar

= CORVETTE SPECIFICATIONS

OveraLL LENGTH; 20°

S Neatlihet's new Corverre Lipiived Delicion
Ski Boat bhrings peniache and pevforneaice
Lo Amariea's wareriiys”

WIEESND VAN
R ep— HareeSar WG4

WEIGHT: 2,500 L8s.

Fuer CapaciTy: 38 GALLONS




BREAKING NEW GROUND
1991 - Malibu patents the swivel 3m_mo. pylon and wmm::mm the first automatic bilge blower.
1992 - Malibu introduces the first one- piece fiberglass floor system.
1993 - Malibu introduces the SV23 hull design. The smoothest ride and softest wakes in the business. noan::.oa ATD breaks new ground as the first
. on-hoard computer control center. Automotive design systems and high-tech CNC machines are Swaa_%mh into production for higher efficien-

cy and to reduce the time of prototype taa_:a:o: Malibu patents the FibECS mansm chassis &\mﬂm_ﬁ
|

- Malibu becomes the first boat manufacturer to offer a Transferable Lifetime r..::ma S‘m.%miw ¢

- Malibu redesigns the Sunsetter LX for unmatched levels of perfarmance in a family open bow. it H_ESmBmS% wmnoamm the n:.ﬂum.. one mms:m..

“ open bow iR .&Em:nm : i
#1996 - Chreviole { fon selects Malibu Boats to t_,%.cnm the €orvette r.E:mu Edition Ski Boat. Malibu :naq:nmm the first V-drive si& atour-
._3. - pament appr itkior the E:Eﬁm in mx::m and ﬁmnﬁmmza:mh pleasure. = .» i .: _

1991 - Ski Boat of the Year - Hot Boat ﬁm

1992 - Ski Boat of the Year - Powerboat Emmumw._

1993 - Ski Boat of the Year - he%m&um“ Emnmmsm

1993 - Ski Boat of the Year - Hot momm Magazine
£1994 - Product Excellence Award 3, Outstanding s\a%smzm?.u Powerboat Magazine

1994-=ProdiictExcellence Award for Outstanding Styling - Powerboat Magazine

1995 - Ski Boat of the Year - Powerboat Magazine

1996 - SKI BOAT OF THE YEAR - Powerboat Magazine

3
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OWNERSHIP

ﬂczﬁ. new Malibu comes equipped with more than great technology and comfort. It also
offers peace of mind. Your Malibu boat is covered by our Transferable Lifetime Limited
Warranty, designed to add value to your used Malibu when you move into a new one. And
with one c_.,.&..m largest inboard dealer networks dedicated to fast, courteous service, it's no

wonder Malibu oewners come back to Malibu boat after boat after boat.

46




OPTIONS

Depth Finder

Clock

Bimin Top

Boat Cover

2.or 3 Qutlet Heater




Pop-up Cleats

Hot Water Showaer

JVC Stereo Package

As g new Malibu owner you can join Club Mabhbu.
Once a member of this exclusive club, vou will be
invited to special dealer-sponsored events, and
vou'll receive a subscription to he Mahbu Slalom
Times Magazine, a Mahbu Folo shirt two {2)
Malbu coffee mugs, decals and a personalized
membership card.

Flightcraft Swivel
Bucket Seats
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FEATURES & OPTIONS
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Description a e S G Description «:bf, & - %t & & 7
Mercriiser 350 C 1. Magoum H.0 - 365 H.] 5 | § N/A | 3 5 § 5 NA Center Floor Lacks: N4 5 l b Nal | A | N
Metcruisas 350-"3 Magnum EFHO - 280 H P _0 ‘ 0 WA . i 0 i _.D_. /A Circuit Breakers 5 . 5 § § 5 b
Maliby Mongaan 320 H P PFI |_(! 0 _S | 0 g 0 th Hid home Ea.s Cap & Ven —S | 3 S | § b g
Marrnsat Black Scorpion 315 HA R T_U B 1 NiA 1] f) 0 il s Coaming Pg.js___ - - 3§ -_5 5 ! S. —S— i _‘S- ]
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Your Malibu dealer can provide a complete hst of standard and optional equipment and colors,
Your Mafibu deater has up to date information an naw calors and styles that often are iniroduced duning the model year,
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FEATURES & OPTIONS
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Weights and measurements are eshmales and can vary from boart to boat due (o equipment vanaiions,
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Malibu Boats is the Premier Sponsor and Official Towhoat of the U.S. Open Waterski Championships, the U.S. Ski Team, U.S. Barefoot ng. . v,
Championship, Jr. Barefoot World’s Championship, World's Barefoot Championship and the world famows Tonmy Bartlett Waterskt Show.

Special thanks to the athletes and nodels for their energy and enthusiasm during “Slecpless in South Lake Tahos IV*. To our "super kids” Ashiey, Andraw, April. Adam and Scott who pretended so
well to be warm and well rested. To Clyde, Shane, Ted and Dan who kept the boats looking perfect and trufy exemplify the “Malibu Difference”. To the men and women of Malibu - there are none
better, thanks for the great boats. To Chris, Piggy and Mark for puttin” up the crew and being so accornmodating. To Tahoe Keys Marina for launching us off to another suecessful photo shoot. And a

special thank you to Anna - always available...always willing to help.

AusTrALIA: Unit 3 838 Hope Ct., Albury 2640 (060) 401174 Project Director: Paul Singer

CauroRrNiA: Corporate Headquarters 1861 Grogan Ave., Merced, CA 95340 (209) 383-7469 E-mail: info@malibuboats.com
Tennessee: 5075 Kimberly Ave., Loudon, TN 37774 (423) 458-5478

CORVETTE, Emblems and Body Design are Trademarks of Chevrolet Motor Division, General Motars Corporation, used under license ta Malibu Boats West, Ine.

Art Direction/Design: Kevin Minto
Photography: Tom King
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Breaking New Ground
Making New Rules




